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UK has been exploring its “Indo — Pacific Strategy” way forward in practices.
Key Words: the UK, ‘Indo — Pacific Strategy”, Maritime Security, Power Struc—

ture

Analysis on the Turning of the U. S. Counter — terrorism Strategy
in Afghanistan since the Trump Administration
—from the Perspective of Neoclassical Realism

Hu Xiao, Pan Ziyang

Abstract: The U. S. has ended its 20 — year anti — terrorism war in Afghanistan with
a massive evacuation. In order to understand the cause of final evacuation, it is necessary
to go through the shift of the U. S. counter — terrorism strategy in Afghanistan since the
Trump Administration. In terms of the changes in the counter — terrorism strategy during
the Trump Administration, the strategic objectives have been shifted to promoting the
U.S. — Taliban peace talks and the withdrawing of U. S. forces from Afghanistan; the
strategic principle has been changed to the “America First” policy; and the strategic
measure has been transformed into the “disengagement strategy. ” The logic behind these
changes is that the distribution of global and regional power and the restrictions of the
counter — terrorism strategic environment at the system level, as independent variables,
have made the strategic adjustments, while Donald Trump’s leadership and his game with
political elites at the unit level, as intervening variables, have boosted the system stimu-—
lation. Under this circumstance, the combined effect of the system and the unit have
changed the U. S. counter — terrorism strategy in Afghanistan. Furthermore, during the Bi-
den Administration, the U. S. counter — terrorism strategy in Afghanistan has continued
and reinforced above — mentioned changes during the Trump Administration. In general ,
the U. S. strategic shift in Afghanistan is not only a stop —loss, but can also help shift its
national security strategic focus to great — power competition.

Key Words: U. S. - Afghanistan Relations, Taliban, Turning of Counter — ter—

rorism Strategy in Afghanistan, Neoclassical Realism



